The aim of the study was to evaluate the performance of most suitable cultivar under the climatic conditions of Bagh. Five cultivars of Gladiolus namely Amsterdam, Applause, Fidelio, Peter pears and Priscilla were evaluated for their adoptability and performance. Results on vegetative characteristics showed that cultivars Applause and Amsterdam took less number of days for sprouting, Fidelio and Priscilla produced more plants per corm and Applause obtained maximum plant height. Results on floral characteristics showed that cultivar Applause and Peter pears were earlier for spike emergence, Priscilla and Peter pears took minimum days to flowering, maximum florets were produced by Peter pears and Applause, Applause obtained maximum spike length and Peter pears remained attractive for longer time. Results on corm and cormels characteristics showed that Peter pears produced more corms, Applause produced maximum cormels and gained maximum corm size, maximum corm weight was recorded in Fidelio. From the results we conclude that keeping in view the vegetative and reproductive characteristics Applause, Peter pears and Fidelio are recommended for general cultivation.
Introduction
Gladiolus (Gladiolus grandiflora L.) is an herbaceous and one of the most cultivated, economically important and common flowering plants worldwide including Pakistan. The genus gladiolus is classified in the family Iridaceae and many in summer the climatic conditions are favorable for its cultivation and can be grown as off season crop and more chances to get better return.
Materials and Methods
Experiment on the evaluation of different cultivars of gladiolus was carried out at district Bagh Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Pakistan. Five cultivars : Amsterdam, Applause, Fidelio, Peter pears and Priscilla of gladiolus were selected for the experiment on the basis of their performance in other areas. The study was laid out by following a Randomized Complete Block Design RCBD with five treatments and replicated three times. All the cultural practices i.e., irrigation, hoeing, weeding, spraying and fertilizer application at the rate of 0.018 kg urea and 0.028 kg DAP was given in time during the entire growth period for obtaining better yield. The following parameters were studied Days to sprouting, Number of plants per corm, Plant height (cm), Number of leaves per plant, Days to spike emergence, Days to flowering, Number of spikes per plant, Spike length (cm), Number of florets per spike, Average field life of spike (days), Number of corms per plant, Number of cormels per plant, Average weight of corms (g), average Size of corm (cm), Average size of cormels (cm), Average Weight of cormels (g). The comparison of means was made by LSDtest (Steel e t al., 1997) .
Results
Vegetative Characteristics: Means on the same column followed by the same letter are not significant different (P<0.05) Rani et al. (2007) and Swaroop and Singh (2007) in gladiolus. The variations among the floral characteristics has been observed by Lal, e t al. (1984) . They observed that among 47 cultivars Ban voyage sport and Apple bloom were earliest to flowering. Patil, et al. (1994) evaluated 9 exotic gladiolus cultivars and observed that 'Sancerve ' produced the longest spike and maximum number of florets per spike. Rao and Janakiram (2006) worked on the performance of gladiolus cultivars and observed that the spike length and rachis length were maximum in Dhiraj while maximum floret size was in Kumkum. Aswath and Parthasarathy (1996) evaluated 18 gladiolus cultivars, and observed that 'Blue moon', 'Power pufp', 'Friendship' and 'Red majesty ' were found promising for spike characters .
Co rm an d Co rmel s ch ar ac t eri st i cs :

Co r m a nd Co r m el s ch ar a ct er i sti cs :
The results for Corm an d Co r m els characteristics as shown in table 3 are discussed below. Corms per plant: Maximum corm per plant (5.33) were recorded in Peter pears followed by Fidelio (3.77) whereas least number in Priscilla (1.11) and Amsterdam (1.33). Cormels per plant: Applause obtained the maximum number of cormels per plant (90.0) while least number of 10.00 were recorded in Priscilla. Corm weight: Maximum corm weight (66.78 g) was observed in Fidelio followed by Applause (64.00g). The least corm weight (37.60g) was recorded in Priscilla. Cormels weight: Maximum cormels weight (2.01 g) was observed in Applause while least (0.750g) in Priscilla. Corm size: Maximum corm size of 6.19cm was observed in Applause, followed by 5.37cm in Amsterdam. The least corm size of 4.47cm was observed in 'Fidelio'. Cormels size: Maximum cormels size of 1.25, 1.25, 1.06, and 1.01cm were recorded in Peter pears, Amsterdam, Applause, and Fidelio respectively while least 0.53cm in Priscilla. Close observations of the corm and cormels characteristics showed variable responses for the cultivars. Different cultivars responded differently with soil and climatic conditions prevailing in the area depending upon their genetic makeup. Ram, e t al. (2005) evaluated the performance of 8 gladiolus cultivars and recorded highest number of corms and cormels in White prosperity. Superiority of some of the genotypes over the others in respect of corms plant -1 of gladiolus was also reported by Kumar, et al. (2009) .
CONCLUSION
The evaluation of different cultivars of gladiolus was conducted under the climatic conditions of Bagh Azad Jammu & Kashmir Pakistan. Five cultivars of Gladiolus namely Amsterdam, Applause, Fidelio, Peter Pears and Priscilla were evaluated for their adoptability and performance. Results on vegetative characteristics showed that cultivars Applause (8.33) and Amsterdam (11.55) took less number of days for sprouting, Fidelio (4.10) and Priscilla (3.75) produced more plants per corm and Applause (160.0) obtained maximum plant height while number of leaves per plant shows no significant differences. Results on floral characteristics showed that cultivar Applause (62.89) and Peter pears (68.21) were earlier for spike emergence, Applause (66.33) and Peter pears (68.21) took minimum days to flowering, maximum florets were produced by Applause (20.66) and Peter pears (19.00), Applause (90.00) obtained maximum spike length and Peter pears (20.55) remained attractive for longer time. Results on corm and cormels characteristics showed that Peter pears (5.33) produced more corms, Applause (90.0) produced maximum cormels and gained maximum corm size (6.19), maximum corm weight was recorded in Fidelio (66.78) .
From the results we concluded that keeping in view the spike length, field life of spike, number of florets per spike, corm and cormels production Applause, Peter pears and Fidelio were recommended for general cultivation.
